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A Level

Physics
Entry Requirements:

5 GCSEs at Grade A* to C including English
Language, Maths, Physics and one other Science

PLUS Students will usually study AS Level
Mathematics or AS Level Use of Mathematics
alongside AS Level Physics

PLUS Good personal reference demonstrating
acceptable level of attendance and commitment
to hard work

Length of Course:

2 years (you gain an AS Level after successfully
completing Year 1, you will be awarded a full
A Level after successfully completing Year 2)

Course Content: (Year 1)

• Mechanics: Motion, Forces in Action, Work and
Energy

• Electrons, Waves and Photons: Electrical Current,
Resistance and DC circuits, Waves and Wave
Properties, Introduction to Quantum Physics

• Practical Skills in Physics 1: Internal assessment of
specific practical skills using OCR set tasks

Assessment is by examination and internal
assessment of practical skills

Course Content: (Year 2)

• Newtonian World: Newton’s Laws and
Momentum, Circular Motion and Oscillations,
Thermal Physics

• Fields, particles and Frontiers of Physics: Electric
and Magnetic Fields, Capacitors and Exponential
Decay, Nuclear Physics, Medical Imaging,
Modelling the Universe

• Practical Skills in Physics 2: Internal assessment of
specific practical skills using OCR set tasks

Assessment is by examination and internal
assessment of practical skills

Careers:

Architect 

Biotechnologist

Communications Worker

Computer Technician

Electrician and Engineer

Energy Sector Worker    

Engineer 

Medical Physicist

Industrial Researcher

Nanotechnologist

Patent Lawyer

Science Journalist

Teacher
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Physics

L3

NEW
Check out our new NatIonal
DIploma In ApplIed ScIence
(ForensIcs).
See our
VocatIonal
Course
GuIde for
more
detaIls. Vocational Course Guide 2010
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A Level

Psychology
Entry Requirements:

5 GCSEs at Grade A* to C including English
Language

PLUS Good personal reference demonstrating
acceptable level of attendance and commitment
to hard work

Length of Course:

2 years (you gain an AS Level after successfully
completing Year 1, you will be awarded a full
A Level after successfully completing Year 2)

Course Content: (Year 1)

Five Core Areas of Psychology: Cognitive,
Developmental, Physiological, Social and the
Psychology of Individual Differences.  15 Core
Studies introducing significant findings in
Psychology.

Psychological key themes such as:

• Ethics - The potential impact of psychological
research on participants is considered

• Methodology - Encourages the evaluation of
psychological methods

• Practical Investigations - You will carry out
practical work such as an observation and a
questionnaire

Course Content: (Year 2)

You will be required to study two options which
apply psychology to everyday life. For example:

• Forensic Psychology – Examines theories to
explain criminal behaviour, how psychology can
inform the investigative process and behaviour in
the courtroom, how psychology can inform the
penal system

• Health and Clinical Psychology - Examines which
lifestyle factors influence our health, the causes
and treatment of stress, explaining and treating
dysfunctional behaviour; characteristics, causes
and treatments of psychological disorders

You will also be required to consider approaches,
perspectives, methods, issues and debates
throughout AS and A2 Level.

Assessment:

Assessment is by examination.

Careers:

Counsellor

Educational Guidance Officer

Forensic/Criminal Psychologist

Social Worker

Sports Motivator

Teacher 

Therapist
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Psychology

A Level

Sociology
Entry Requirements:

5 GCSEs at Grade A* to C including English
Language 

PLUS Good personal reference demonstrating
acceptable level of attendance and commitment
to hard work

Length of Course:

2 years (you gain an AS Level after successfully
completing Year 1, you will be awarded a full
A Level after successfully completing Year 2)

Course Content: (Year 1)

Unit 1: Exploring Socialisation, Culture and Identity –
How do our gender, social class, age and ethnic
origin influence the formation of our identities? Is
it nature or nurture that makes us the individuals
we are? How strong is the evidence that supports
these ideas? This unit attempts to explore and
answer the above questions.

Assessment for this unit is by external
examination.

Unit 2: Topics in Socialisation, Culture and Identity -
The themes of Unit 1 above are developed through
the in-depth study of one of the following topics:

Sociology of the family; Sociology of health;
Sociology of religion; Sociology of youth. This unit
explores the influences of these themes on the
attitudes, values and social experiences of both
individuals and society.

Course Content: (Year 2)

Unit 1: Power and Control – The themes of power
and control in society are studied in depth in this
unit. Subject options are: Sociology of crime;
Sociology of education; Sociology of the mass
media; Sociology of power and politics. (Please
note that all options may not always be available).

Unit 2: Exploring Social Inequality and Difference –
This unit builds on the knowledge and
understanding developed throughout the course
and explores the core themes in sociology such as
power, social inequality, culture and identity.
Careers:
Community Worker
Housing Manager
Journalist
Prison Officer
Personnel Manager
Public Sector Worker
Social Worker
Welfare Advisor

Sociology

L3 L3

PAUL NIZINSKYJ
A Levels – Modern History, Psychology, Sociology
Paul originally achieved A Levels from Barnsley College in 2003 but after starting a Fine
Art degree at Sheffield realised it wasn’t for him. The decision to come back to College
was a tough one but definitely the right one. After achieving three As in History,
Psychology and Sociology, Paul is now planning to take a year out before starting a
degree in History at University College London.
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A Level

Spanish
Entry Requirements:

5 GCSEs at Grade A* to C including English
Language and Spanish

PLUS Good personal reference demonstrating
acceptable level of attendance and commitment
to hard work

Length of Course:

2 years (you gain an AS Level after successfully
completing Year 1, you will be awarded a full
A Level after successfully completing Year 2)

Course Content: (Year 1)

Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing in Spanish
based on 4 core topics -

• Media: TV, Advertising and Communication
Technology

• Popular Culture: Cinema, Music, Fashion and
Trends

• Healthy Living and Lifestyle - Sport, Exercise,
Health, Well-being and Holidays

• Family/Relationships – Relationships within the
Family, Friendships, Marriage and Partnerships

Assessment :

Assessment is by examination

1) Oral

2) Synoptic unit – listening/reading/writing

Course Content: (Year 2)

Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing in Spanish
based on 4 core topics:

• Environment – Pollution, Energy and Protecting
the Planet

• The Multi-cultural Society – Immigration,
Integration and Racism

• Contemporary Social Issues – Wealth and
Poverty, Law and Order and the Impact of
Scientific and Technological Progress

• Cultural Topic – The Study of a Spanish speaking
Region/Community or the Study of a Period of
20th Century History from a Spanish-speaking
Country/Community or the Study of a
Director/Architect/Musician/Painter from a
Spanish-speaking Country/Community.

Assessment :

Assessment is by examination

1) Oral

2) Synoptic unit – listening/reading/writing

Careers:

Diplomat

Hospitality Rep

Importer/Exporter

Translator and Interpreter

International Trader

Teacher – Home/Abroad

Tourism Worker
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Spanish

L3

Why

Barnsley College?

There is the

possibility of a trip to

Barcelona to study

Gaudi’s architecture.
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Tutorials

As a Barnsley College student you are entitled to
support and guidance throughout your course.
Your Personal Tutor or Learning Mentor will see
you every week to discuss your Electronic Personal
Learning Plan (EPLP) with you. This is an important
record of your progress and achievements in
College and is a place to log your personal
thoughts and ideas about your course, your
College, and your life.

Additional Support

At College, our Additional Learner Support Team
can help to give you the best chance of success.
When you apply to College, just tell us about any
particular needs with learning you may have for
example:

• Access requirements or mobility support

• Dyslexia

• Visual or interpreter support

• Specialist equipment

• Reader, note-taker or prompt

We would particularly like to hear from you if you
have previously had help with your learning.

For more information, contact the Additional
Learning Support Department.

Tel: 01226 216 769 or 216 219
Mobile: 07989 302 938
Minicom: 01226 216 716
Email: learningsupport@barnsley.ac.uk

Counselling

The College Counsellors provide support for any
student who may be experiencing problems with
learning or personal issues. Examples of issues
which might cause concerns include family and
relationship problems, anxiety, depression,
friendships or bereavement. The Service is free and
confidential.

For further information call 01226 216 340 or
216 267.

The Service welcomes enquiries from potential
students or colleagues in other agencies providing
specialist support.

The Barnsley College Student Services team can
help students in many ways to achieve and be
successful. We can help you too – why not give us
a call or simply pop in to see us?

Enrichment

College is not just about courses and gaining
qualifications but is also about widening students’
personal and social experiences, knowledge and
skills.

This is why we run an enrichment programme to
allow you to have a go at things you wouldn’t
normally come across, or activities which are
linked to your course or more informal
opportunities that can develop your wider
interests or aspirations.

Enrichment activities can include attending events
or participating in sport, fund raising activities,
visits to universities, workplaces or cultural places
of interest.

You’ll be amazed at what goes on and how
students can get so much more out of the College
experience by getting involved… best of all it can
be lots of fun. Look out for the posters around
College and the Freshers’ Fair held at the start of
term.

Getting Involved

Right from the very start of College you will be
encouraged to get involved in student life. 

Barnsley College Young Chamber

Join the Barnsley College Young Chamber and learn
about running your own business… 

Give us your ideas and we’ll support you in making
it a reality. Ask your Tutor once at College for more
information or pick up a leaflet from Receptions,
the Learning Resource Centre or Student Services.
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Barnsley College Student Council (BCSC)

The BCSC gives you the chance to express your views
on College, arrange fun events and join clubs and
societies for Barnsley College students.

Disabled Students’ Forum

Every term the forum meets to discuss issues raised
by disabled people attending College.

Aimhigher – Student Ambassadors

By becoming a Student Ambassador once you start
at College, you can get involved with College
events, work with local schools and mentoring
whilst enhancing your CV, boosting your University
application and receiving a certificate of merit.

College Life
Support

and 
Advice
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There are many types of financial support available
including:

Education Maintenance Allowance

EMA is a weekly payment of up to £30 during term
time to learners aged 16-18 years old and whose
family income is below £30,810 a year (rates for
2009/2010). Learners must be studying a full-time
course (minimum 12 hours per week) and payment
is subject to good attendance. Bonus payments
may also be available subject to progression and
achievement.

For further information and an application pack
please contact the EMA Helpline on 0800 121
8989 or visit www.direct.gov.uk/ema
Alternatively, please contact Student Services
on 01226 216 114.

Adult Learning Grant

This is available to learners on full-time courses
(minimum 12 hours per week), aged 19 or over and
studying for their first full Level 2 or Level 3
qualification. The allowance is means-tested and
students must not be receiving support from other
government grants/training allowances, e.g.
Income Support. You may receive up to £30 per
week during term time, subject to good
attendance. 

For further information and an application pack
please contact the ALG – Learner Support
Service on 0800 121 8989 or visit
www.direct.gov.uk

Learner Support Fund

This fund helps to support learners with the cost of
studying, e.g. books, equipment, kits etc. and
childcare costs. Please note childcare funds are
only available to learners aged 20 and over. To be
eligible, learners must be enrolled and attending
an LSC funded programme. All applications are
means-tested based on household income and on
a first come, first served basis. Funding is limited,
however, and the College cannot guarantee to
support every application it receives. Learners need
to apply as early as possible. 

For further information and an
application pack, please contact
Student Services on 01226 216 267.

Care to Learn

If you are under the age of 20, Care to Learn offers
financial support towards the cost of childcare and
associated travel costs while you are following any
form of publicly-funded learning. Learners must be
caring for their own child(ren), living in England
and using a registered childcare provider.

For further information and an
application pack, contact the Care to Learn
Helpline on 0845 600 2809. Further
Information is also available if you visit
www.dfes.gov.uk/caretolearn

Career Development Loans (CDLS)

Career Development Loans are commercial bank
loans that may be available to students aged 18 or
over who are studying a vocational (work related)
course. CDLs from £300 to £8,000 are available.

For further information and an
application pack please contact the
CDL Helpline on 0800 585 505 or visit
www.direct.gov.uk

You may know that in some
circumstances you can receive financial
support for going to college… and in
many cases it may cost you nothing at
all. Just take a few moments to read the
information below to see what
opportunities are available to help you to
learn within your budget.

You will not pay tuition or exam fees if:

1. You are aged 16-18 (under 19 on 31 August 2010)

2. You are over 19 on 31 August 2010 and you are
in receipt of income-based benefits at the start
of your course. Income based benefits include:

• Job Seekers allowance

• Working Tax Credit (if household income is under
£15,276)

• Income Support

• Council Tax Benefit (not single occupier)

• Housing Benefit

• Pension Guarantee Credit

• Income-related Employment and Support
Allowance (ESA)

• Unwaged dependants

3. You are looking to study your first full Level 2
qualification

4. You are 19-25 years old and looking to study
your first full Level 3 qualification

Student Travel Pass for 16-17 year olds

If you are in full-time education aged 16-17 when
you enrol and you live in South Yorkshire, you may
be entitled to concessionary student travel.
Application forms are available from your school,
your local Travel South Yorkshire Centre or our
Student Services team.
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Money Matters

Financial
Support
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Barnsley College: A Learning and Listening
Community

Barnsley College is committed to providing all of
its learners with the best possible service. The
Learner’s Charter explains what you can expect
when you study at Barnsley College.

What you can expect from us... 

Choices

• We recognise you as an individual with a wide
range of talents whatever your background

• We share responsibility with you in planning what
you want to learn

• We help you to understand the choices open to
you and how the choices can help you

• We will help you to develop all the skills
necessary so that you are a successful learner

Skills and knowledge

• We will support you in working with others to
plan what you learn

• We will teach you well and help you to meet your
course requirements and make good progress

• We aim to help you use the skills you have
already developed

• We will support you to gain confidence in taking
on new challenges

• We will give you support to enable you to achieve
your targets and goals

How and where you learn

• We will provide different teaching and learning
approaches and up-to-date resources which meet
your personal needs and help you meet the
demands of your course

• Our teaching and support staff will support you in
all aspects of your learning

• The College offers modern, learning
environments with up-to-date resources which
are designed to help you progress quickly

How much do full-time courses cost at College?

They are FREE for 16-18 year olds.

Can I get help with transport to College?

If you are a full-time learner, you live in South
Yorkshire and are aged 16-17 when you enrol, you
are entitled to a Concessionary Student Travel
Pass. Application forms are available from your
school, your local Travel South Yorkshire Centre or
our Student Services team.

Can I get help with Childcare costs?

If you are a full-time learner under 20 years old,
Care to Learn offers financial support towards the
cost of childcare and associated travel costs.
Learners must be caring for their own child(ren),
living in England and using a registered childcare
provider. For further information and an
application pack, contact the Care to Learn
Helpline on 0845 600 2809. Further
Information is also available if you visit
www.dfes.gov.uk/caretolearn

What do I do if I have personal problems during
my course?

Your Tutor is there to listen to any problems you
may have. We also offer confidential help and
support from Counsellors based at College.

Who can advise me about problems with
College or my course?

Your Tutors are there to offer support and guidance
if you experience any problems or difficulties with
any aspect of College life, or problems which may
affect your progress.

Tutorials are part of your learning and a key focus
of this is to sustain learner motivation, help you
keep your progress on track and monitor
attendance etc.

Can I get advice on what to do when I finish my
course?

Your Course Tutor, our Careers Adviser and
Connexions staff can help you in choosing your
next step – courses, applying to Higher Education,
employment opportunities etc. There are also
events throughout the year e.g. Progression Events,
trips to universities etc. to help you decide what is
the best choice for you.
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Will I get homework to do?

You are expected to take more responsibility for
your own learning at College than you may have
been used to. Depending on which course you
study, you will need to spend time on assignments
on your own or in small groups, researching on the
internet, working on certain projects e.g.
rehearsing or practising musical shows etc. The
more work and time you spend on this at College
the less ‘homework’ you will need to do.

What if I don’t get the grades?

If you don’t achieve the grades you expected – 
or get better ones – you can discuss your options 
at your enrolment session before term starts or
come along to an Information Session or call 
our Information Team on 01226 216 123.

Frequently Asked Questions
The 

Learner’s
Charter

?



Listening to you

• We will ask for your views about your learning in
the College along with all the services offered to
help us to improve quality

• We will ask you to think about your own learning
and help plan your next steps

• We will provide independent advice, information
and guidance to help you plan your future
learning

• We will review your work and provide feedback
on how to improve your own standards

• We will recognise and give praise for your
achievements

• We will make sure that you know that you are
valued and listened to

Our commitment to equality of opportunity

The College is firmly committed to putting the
learner first and the idea of “Excellence in
Learning” which is about getting the best out of
every student. We are also proud of our belief in
people being able to access our programmes
without encountering any barriers to their success.

You can help us by respecting the needs of your
fellow learners and working together to contribute
to a learning environment which enables everyone
to succeed.

What you can do

As a part of the wider College community, you will
wish to respect that community and work to fulfil
all your responsibilities within it.

In particular we know that you will want to:

• Be responsible for your own learning

• Respect the rights of all members of the College
and to be supportive and helpful to others,
whatever their background

• Help to make the College a safe place for all

• Ask for help whenever you need it

• Engage with all College activities to improve all
your skills

• Let us know quickly if you feel we have not
provided the service we have promised, or if you
have any other problem and to give your views of
the services the College delivers.
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All 
about 
you



How to fill in the application form

Complete ALL relevant sections of the application
form clearly in black ink and return to:
Admissions, Barnsley College, PO Box 266, Church
Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire S70 2YW

It is important that you give a telephone number
so we can contact you about your application
form, if we need to. REMEMBER: if your details
change you need to tell us.

When should I apply?

The earlier the better, as it gives you the
opportunity of an early interview.

What happens next?

Your application will be acknowledged. You will
then be sent an interview date. You will also
receive important information by post, including
financial support and travel info.

What happens at interview?

The interview is a meeting between yourself and a
tutor. It’s an opportunity to get more detailed
information about what is involved in the course. It
will help you decide if this is the right course for
you and also provides an opportunity to discuss all
your options.

Can I change my mind?

Yes, there is no formal commitment at this stage –
you can change your course choice – all you need
to do is phone or write to tell us.

What if I don’t get the right grades?

Don’t panic! Contact our Information Team
on 01226 216 123 and they will advise you on
what to do.

Want some more information?

• Come in and see our Information Team at the
Old Mill Lane Site located near the main
reception or call them on 01226 216 123

• Come along to one of our Open Evenings and
have a chat with tutors and staff

• Speak to one of our Information Advisers in
school or a Careers/Connexions Adviser

You can visit us or contact us as many times as you
need to.

Information Team
Tel: 01226 216 123
Email: info@barnsley.ac.uk
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How to find us
Filling in the
application

form…

87TEL: 01226 216 216 | HOW TO FIND US

Every care has been taken to ensure the information within this course guide is accurate at the time of going to
print, however, changes may occur. This course guide is available in alternative formats including audio, braille
and large print. For more information contact Marketing on 01226 216 693 or email marketing@barnsley.ac.uk  



Barnsley College
PO Box 266 
Church Street
Barnsley
South Yorkshire 
S70 2YW

Tel: 01226 216 216
email: info@barnsley.ac.uk
Web: www.barnsley.ac.uk
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