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very short stories
Another Person
SAMANTHA ROSE
I watched him walk by the shore, the sea whipping
around his tanned legs. He looked desolate, caught
up in the moment. I watched silently from the
balcony as the guy I had grown to know and love…
no, he was no more. The boy was still there, but
his soul had gone. He was no longer the guy I had
fallen in love with. I watched as he tossed a stone
in the sea and stared as it bounced. As I stood a few
feet above him, I felt guilty. Guilty that I had let him
become like this, guilty I had just let him slip away.
I wanted to believe he deserved it, I really did. But I
just couldn’t. I couldn’t face another day standing by
and watching him mope around as if he had nothing
better to do. Because no matter how hard I tried, I
couldn’t bring myself even to speak to him. As he
turned slowly, our eyes met, locked in a solid gaze
we had come to recognise. Only this was different.
His eyes didn’t bear the love they used to - only
loneliness, and emptiness. Not a tremor of joy…

A Mysterious Stranger
ANNIE McMAHON
He really did look like a tourist, with a camera
around his neck and a bottle of sunscreen sticking
out of his tote bag. The portly man sat on the terrace,
sipping lemonade and pretending to look at a glossy
cruise brochure. His sunglasses masked his eyes, but
I knew he wasn’t looking at the brochure: he hadn’t
turned a page for the last ten minutes.
As I brought him his clam chowder, he coughed up a
“thank you” and looked at me briefly. I tried not to
stare at the tiny scar across his left eyebrow. I walked
back inside with my empty tray, shaking my head. He
looked familiar, but I couldn’t quite place him.Then
it hit me. The car accident. The mysterious stranger
who helped me out of my smashed car, just before it
exploded. I rushed back to his table.

He was gone.
I moved his saucer and found his tip, along with a
card:
“I am deeply indebted to you. The night of your car
accident, I was on my way to rob a jewelry store.
Saving your life brought things back in perspective.
I now live an honest life, thanks to you. God bless
you! Mr. D.”
I shivered. The night of my car accident, I was
heading for an interview in a shady dance club.
Seeing human kindness through his heroic gesture
turned my life around and brought faith back into my
life. I unfolded the tip he left. Among the singles was
a grand with a pen mark underlining “In God We
Trust.” I said a silent prayer for him and got back to
work, smiling.

A Morning with Callie
LISA VANDIVER
Callie the Calico sleeps peacefully and purrs softly
as she dreams of chasing mice until the alarm clock
rudely awakes her. She yawns and stretches her
body out long across the dresser and watches Ana
step from the bed to the closet. She knows that very
soon little Grace will be waking and that means their
game of hide and seek will begin, and last all day
long! Callie completes her stretch and just like a lady,
she prances to the litter box and there she completes
her tasks. Suddenly her ears perk up at the sound of
soft murmurs coming from Grace’s room.
“She is awake,” Callie thinks to herself and races
into the one year old’s room.
“Callie,” Grace sweetly sings as she takes a swipe
at Callie’s ear, but Callie stands her ground. It is
after all, her duty to watch over little Grace in Ana’s
absence.
As Ana enters the room, Callie purrs softly at her
little friend and then she prances out of the room for
another morning adventure.

SOME OF OUR CONTRIBUTORS...

2

TOMMY MANSELL
I am the apprentice for
the Barnsley College
Enterprise Department.
I am the editor of the
newspaper and would
like to thank everyone
for their contributions.

his year I have decided to try
something new. So, I decided
what about doing something
new every day, but I don’t have
enough time for that… What about
going on a diet, but who wants
to do that? And then I thought,
right, I know what I can do that is
something different and isn’t too
time consuming…
My idea was to try a different
type of coffee each month! Usually
I am happy with instant coffee or
one that costs £1 from a machine.
But I thought why not try some
other coffees on offer. I refer to
them as posh coffees because
they’re posher than what I would
usually have.

ART, DESIGN &
MEDIA STUDENTS
A huge thank you to
all the Art, Design
and Media students
who contributed to
the contents of this
newspaper - there are
too many to name but
thanks to you all.

GARY WOOD
I assisted my design
supervisor with
the design of ‘The
Grapevine’. I am
currently working on
my NVQ Level 3 Design
apprenticeship in GEM
Design.

So my first choice was the
popular Cappuccino, well I wouldn’t
have bothered. It wasn’t
exciting, it wasn’t posh
it was just dull and
it looked like
curry rather than
coffee. If I am
honest I don’t
even remember
the taste, was
there even a
taste there? Who
knows…

At this point I thought right I’m
not even going to bother anymore
so I went to the coffee machine
and got my happy £1 coffee. Happy
days. But then I thought, ugh, I
might as well try a few more you
never know what you’ll find. So I
did, I went to try my second coffee.
Coffee number 2 was a Double
Espresso, not a single, not a triple,
but a double. I didn’t want to be
hyper but I wanted something

to give me a little kick. However,
without thinking I just paid and
took the coffee. I didn’t realise you
should put in milk and sugar or
however you have your coffee. So
I was just stood there sipping on
unsweetened black coffee. I had to
get rid of it. To this day I still haven’t
tried another Espresso with the milk
and sugar, I don’t think I am ready
for it yet. Scary times.
This was the point where I
put my goal to try new coffees on
hold for a while. I just let it slip my
mind and stayed on the instant
coffee because that is what I like
and it is so much easier and also so
much cheaper! I’m all about saving
money. But it was in the middle of
a really busy week where I was
so tired I was ready to go to
sleep wherever I went, when
a colleague suggested trying
another one of the coffees. They
know about the coffee chart
because I have it stuck on my
wall to try and motivate me
in trying them all… Anyway
I went for it, I went to try
another coffee.
Surprisingly, I was quite excited
to get back into trying coffee
again. I didn’t know what I
wanted, I was stood staring at
the menu for a good few minutes
and I think people were starting to
get annoyed. So after a
few minutes, it was
suggested I try
a Mocha. So I
thought well
why not I’ll
probably hate it
so may as well
just give it a go. I
got my coffee, put
in my sweeteners
and plodded along
again. I thought give it
time to cool down a bit, don’t want
to burn my tongue. Then the time
came to give it a go. I was shocked,
I was surprised, I was like whoa,
where’s this come from! It was
gorgeous, so nice. I think it was the
hint of chocolate that did it for me.
It was lovely. I thought right this is
it, no more cheap coffee for me, just
posh coffee from now on.
I still haven’t tried any other
different coffees. I think Mocha
is the one, I should probably try
another Espresso. I will try the
rest of my coffees one day, and
hopefully it will be by the end of
2017 and then I can set myself a
new goal.

What about you? Do you have a
goal or are you doing something
new in 2017? Why not let us
know your story? Email tommy.
mansell@barnsley.ac.uk to find
out more.
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A TABLET!

WE ALL LOVE A GOOD QUOTE AND WE ALL LOVE WINNING A PRIZE. SO, WE THOUGHT WHY NOT COMBINE THIS?
WE’RE GIVING YOU THE OPPORTUNITY TO WIN A TABLET IF YOU SHARE YOUR FAVOURITE
INSPIRATIONAL QUOTE WITH US @EZONEBARNSLEY. THE QUOTE THAT WE FIND THE MOST
INSPIRATIONAL WILL WIN AND BE FEATURED IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE GRAPEVINE.

FILM
REVIEW
Shin Godzilla, or Godzilla Resurgence in the
English release, is a Japanese disaster movie produced
by the film company Toho. The film is a part of the
extensive Godzilla franchise and Kaiju movie genre,
and it certainly doesn’t disappoint in both cases.
The film is a barrage on the senses and its
atmosphere is exactly what you’d want in a monster
movie. Before I talk about the monster itself, let’s go
over the backbone of the film. The movie’s setting is
from the perspective of the Japanese government,
whom the movie deliberately pokes fun at because
of their diplomacy methods. Throughout the film
you see the government and other officials trying
to find a way to defeat this threat that has arisen in
their country, and they fail at almost every turn. The
humans have next to no control throughout the rest
of the film, over Godzilla himself, and each other, their
terror is obvious as they scramble to find a plan that
works. The main character named Rando Yaguchi, is a
dash of young blood in the cast of diplomats and has
a really independent style of thinking which sets him
apart from the others. While the humans are definitely
interesting in this film, all with great characters and
development, the movie does spend a lot of time
on them simply talking about politics, which grows
stagnant about an hour into the film.

/BarnsleyEnterprise
@eZoneBarnsley

JOSEPH KITCHEN
L3 GEM DESIGN & PRINT
APPRENTICE

Now let’s talk about the big star of the film,
Godzilla. In the film we discover his name means
‘Incarnation of God’ and he certainly has a godly
presence in almost every scene he is in. Unlike the
other Godzillas that have come before him, this one
has a variety of different forms! His first form looks
like a terrifying Eel, which to some looks comical, but
to me looked like a true monster. In a scene where
you see him rampaging through the streets, his
thrashing and flailing movement is truly menacing.
His second form is only seen for a few minutes, but
has a great on screen presence, looking mangled and
volatile as he changes from his first form into this
one. But the real Godzilla does eventually show up,
and he is by far the most horrifying. It was confirmed
this Godzilla stands at around 358 ft. and 388 ft.
long, these sizes are the largest we’ve ever had for
a Godzilla, and when you see him for the first time
in this form, those sizes become apparent and come
into full force. Speaking of force, the force Godzilla
himself has is truly staggering, showcasing his brutal
power in every scene, proving just how meagre the
humans’ efforts are. One of my favourite scenes from
the movie is when the Japanese military forces are
all firing on Godzilla and giving him all they’ve got.
As they fire, we see that Godzilla doesn’t even flinch

at their assault, a common Godzilla trope that never
gets old. However, the real icing on this monstrous
cake is the destruction that Godzilla creates. The big
brute is known for his Atomic Breath, essentially a
giant laser beam, and it comes back in this movie
as well. Godzilla ignites an entire district of Japan,
incinerating it in seconds, before firing his purple
beam of destruction, and causing so much destruction
it’s hard to put it into words. Overall, this Godzilla is
one of the best, his designs are unique yet have that
special Godzilla look, his powers are devastating and
his presence as a monster is more than a big goliath
bent on destruction, he is a true force of nature.
Now for the actual story, for western viewers
who don’t understand the symbolism of the Godzilla
movies, it will come off as unusual. It constantly
switches between the ‘boring’ government talks and
the chaos caused by Godzilla, but if you understand
these films, it is really something to behold. The
original Godzilla, all the way back in 1954 was in
fact an allegory for nuclear destruction, as the movie
came out less than a decade after the Hiroshima and
Nagasaki bombings in the Second World War. In that
film, Godzilla was a by-product of the destruction
and was meant to symbolise the hatred that came
from such a disaster. In this movie, Godzilla is more

of a representation of Nuclear power as a whole.
This movie’s origin for Godzilla was that he mutated
from feeding on nuclear waste left by the Americans,
ironically, forcing him to become a monster of mass
destruction. The movie also mentions that even
though Godzilla is defeated, the Japanese people will
always have to live in fear of him, since he cannot be
killed. This is clearly referencing the country and its
use of Nuclear power, something that many still feel
the impact of to this day with the recent Fukushima
Nuclear plant disaster. While the film does come off as
preachy in many cases, you fully understand Japan’s
fear of such a force.
So in conclusion, this film is a masterpiece in
Japanese filmmaking, and filmmaking as a whole.
The atmosphere is always tense, the threat is always
apparent and the characters all bring something
to the table that forms a very unique variety of
personalities. Godzilla himself is the real star however,
having a terrifying appearance, unique origin and
interesting tie in to Japan and its way of life. Despite
it having some preachy undertones, the film is a
fantastic instalment in the franchise and I hope for a
sequel that’s just as good.
Review score: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
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BEN SMITH POPS BY!
ON THE 9TH OF MARCH AWARD-WINNING MARATHON
RUNNER, BEN SMITH, VISITED BARNSLEY COLLEGE TO
TALK ABOUT THE 401 CHALLENGE.

I

n 2015/2016 Ben ran 401 marathons over 401 days and raised more than
£250,000 for two charities that are close to his heart. Ben spoke to over 130
students about his inspirational journey and how his experience of being bullied
as a child motivated him to complete his challenge. Kidscape and Stonewall charities
both benefitted from Ben’s fundraising efforts. He explained how he wanted to raise
the profile of issues faced by gay young men and share how he overcame these
barriers to go on and complete such an incredible challenge. Ben’s inspiring talk
was well received by all the students.

Here are their thoughts...
Health and Beauty Students

James Whitehead
I absolutely loved how Ben talked
about his past and this made me
think about how things can be
changed, even when you think you’ve
got nobody else. The talk has made
me want to get involved with charity
work. It’s amazing how many pairs
of trainers he went through, it just
shows how much dedication he
had to run the marathons, I have so
much respect for him because I can’t
believe how he went from living the
‘normal life’ to completely changing
everything. The charity he did it all for
is great because he is stopping what
happened to him, from happening to
others.

Olivia Struggles
I thought the talk was very
interesting and inspirational. The
talk inspired me to get involved with
fundraising, it made me realise that
doing things for different causes are
important. Everyone needs to realise
that people do go through bad times
and need help from other people. And
with people like Ben doing things
like this, they will be able to get the
support they need. Listening to the
talk made us want to do something
and raise money so as a group we
are going to be raising money to go
towards the Alzheimer’s awareness
charity. I think the most interesting
part of the talk was the fact that
Ben carried on running even though
he had severe injuries and didn’t
want to stop as he wanted to raise
awareness.

Nadia Casswell
No it did not inspire me to start
running as I enjoy food way too
much! However it has made me more
interested in fundraising and we have
now planned to do some fundraising
in our group at college to raise
money for an Alzheimer’s charity.
We are planning many events and
activities involving the whole college.
The thing I found interesting was
how he opened up to us about his
life story and his depression but now,
he is a very confident person. I feel
that Ben ‘the running marathon man’
Smith could support many young
people throughout the country whom
are being bullied as he himself has
been through that and would know
how to handle the situation.

Chanelle Saville
I loved listening about Ben’s life and
what he was then and now, because
the man he was before isn’t the man
he is now. Ben has come a long way
to become the person he is today and
him telling his story to thousands of
people will help them understand
about the other people in the world.
Our group is doing many things to
help raise money like selling buns,
raffles, face paint, you name it just
to help people that are in need for
our help. So keep a look out for any
events that we have going on.

Caitlin Kelsey

Bethany Jo Jevons
When Ben Smith came in to college,
he spoke about his life, I found it
really interesting because even
though he had a tough time he
never gave up, and he stuck it out,
achieving the targets he had set.
The speech Ben gave out helped
me be able to give out advice to
help others.

If you would like to find out more information on any fundraising events or would like to
get involved with charity work, please email tommy.mansell@barnsley.ac.uk

The thing I found most interesting
about Ben Smith’s story is the
background of his life and how he
built himself onwards and upwards
from his major downfall. He did well
to show that there’s always hope,
even if you don’t think there is any.
I found the talk with Ben really
inspirational because he really
strongly gave out the message of
self-acceptance amongst the LGBT
society and generally as accepting
yourself as an individual. He did a
great job at raising the awareness of
bullying, and encouraging people to
take part in the anti-bullying system.
5
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#BE BOLD FOR CHANGE

INTERNATIONAL

WOMEN’S
DAY
Be Bold for Change!
This year for International Women’s Day
on Wednesday 8th of March, the Barnsley
College Students’ Union set their goal to
send out the message that everyone is
supported and that they have the right
to feel happy and valued in who they are.

S

cattered around Old Mill Lane, University
Campus Barnsley and Sixth Form College
were large boards for people to have their
picture taken to show they support International
Women’s Day. Shirts were also provided which
were big and bold with many colours. The
colours were to represent equality for everyone
and were big and bold as that was the theme
for the day in 2017.
The Students’ Union also wanted to show
people that there is support available towards
equality and feminism. The day was a great
success and was a huge celebration across
college.
A huge thank you to everyone who
took part on International Women’s Day, helping
to make a difference in college.
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U

niversity Campus Barnsley
Performing Arts degree
students have been busy
treading the boards with their
self-devised production called
‘Two Tribes’, A story set in the
heartlands of Barnsley during
the miner’s strike of 1984-1985. We caught up
with the cast during their run of shows at the
Electric Theatre to find out the inspiration behind
the production.
To make the production as historically
accurate as possible, the students researched
heavily for the script and their roles by finding
articles from the internet and using the
information available at the local libraries. They
also took a trip to Experience Barnsley, the local
museum, where they spoke to the staff there
who were around during the strike to get some
interesting stories and a real sense of what it
was like for locals during that time. Some of the
students’ family members who were also around
at the time shared their stories, which proved to
be invaluable in piecing together the script for
the production.
This is the second devised piece the
Performing Arts degree students have been
involved in. The first devised piece was simpler
than ‘Two Tribes’, so gathering the information
and putting it together to make a believable
and cohesive story had proved to be a difficult
task. Another aspect the group found difficult
was handling the political side of the story, in
particular trying to balance the story in a way
which doesn’t lean towards a political stance.
Despite this, the students enjoyed flexing their
creative muscles, pushing the boundaries and
taking risks. This is evidenced when watching
the play by the immersive layout the audience is
captured in and the use of real life news footage
and video clips which appears on a big screen
intermittently throughout.
The group were most inspired by the
opportunity to retell an important event of
recent British history, especially in Barnsley,
an area which was affected the most by it.
The students also inspired each other with the
different bits of research they each found, and
enjoyed bringing it all together into one story.
The story is told mainly through two families,
and how the strike effected them in different

MINERS
STRIKE
ways and the decisions they had to make during
that time. The students feel it makes the play
more grounded, and gives it a personal feel.
Once the script was written, the play went
through a period of vigorous rehearsals with the
cast, which is called workshopping. This gives
the group a chance to try out new things to add
or re-work into the play, and to revise or drop
aspects of the play which maybe didn’t work
as well when rehearsed as it did in the script.
As well as this, workshopping gave the actors a
chance to improvise lines and acting styles, some
of which ended up in the final piece.
The whole experience has been an enjoyable
and invaluable learning curve for each member
of the performing arts degree group, and has no
doubt helped them on their journey to a long
and successful career in performing arts.
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A FEW MINUTES WITH
OUR PRINCIPAL
We caught up with Principal,
Chris Webb, to ask a few questions.
When was it you realised you wanted to become
the Principal of the college. Or did it just happen?

i enjoy going
on a sunday
morning and
having a nice
mcmuffin,it
is the best.

I joined the college in 2011 as there was an opportunity to
develop some work from the previous Vice Principal. I was only
expecting to work here for 6 months whilst I worked out what
it was I wanted to do. But a year later I was still here. That was
when I was offered a permanent contract to become a senior
post holder and as I was enjoying myself, the job and enjoyed
the college I became Vice Principal of Development.
I was working as a senior post holder for around 2 years and
the Deputy Principal at the time was then promoted to a new
job in Stockton, so I applied for the Deputy Principal job. At that
time I was thinking about becoming a Principal. I didn’t think
about becoming the Principal at Barnsley College, and I would
still be happy to be Deputy to the Principal before me, we had a
good leadership team at the time and I was settled.
I was unsure about whether or not to apply to become
Principal when the role became available, because I was so
happy, I was at that time the Deputy Principal - Strategic
Finance. It was when the Principal left that I realised I wanted to
stay here for the college, not for anyone else but for the college,
and for the amazing students we have here. And that is when I
thought yeah, I am going to apply to become Principal, I can do
it. So I put in for the job and just got lucky really! I have been
here for 6 years now, the longest I have ever worked anywhere,
and just really enjoy being here. I really can’t think about
working anywhere else, things do change, but I love it here.
I am working with great people and looking after lots of
great people too. What I learnt from this is that you have to take
risks, it will all pay off.

What is it about Barnsley College that you enjoy
the most?
Honestly, I love sitting first thing in the morning in Crumbs,
eating my scrambled eggs on toast! I find it nice to go in there
and speak to staff and students whilst I enjoy my breakfast.
Crumbs has to be my favourite place in the college, it is great!
In college, everyone matters and everyone cares, the college
is like a community. Not only the college, but Barnsley itself is
a community. The college is such a huge part of Barnsley and
Barnsley is a huge part of the college, it‘s very important to
realise this.
Also, I enjoy the fact that everyone is encouraged to try hard
and do great things with their lives. It is not people, it’s barriers
that stop us doing great things and that is why the college
wants to eliminate these barriers so our students can do the best
they can and be the best they possibly can be. Our students are
brilliant, so receptive it’s unbelievable.
We want every single one of them to dream big and follow
their dreams to make it a reality.

What advice do you have for the students of the
college to become the best they can be?
Dream big, take risks, have no regrets and just go for it. I would
definitely also say don’t listen to the people who tell you you
can’t, and always listen to your close friends and family, they will
try to support you and are usually the most positive people in
your life.
It is not important to be the best, life’s too short, just try and
do things as well as you can. I would definitely say the most
important thing is to have no regrets. The only regrets you’ll
have are likely to be the things that you didn’t do. And make
sure that you’re having fun!

Favourite Food?
Honestly, my favourite food has got to be a double sausage
and egg McMuffin with extra hash browns and a latte. Nothing
compares to this and nothing ever will. I enjoy going on a
Sunday morning and having a nice McMuffin, it is the best.

Do you have any Hobbies?
To be honest with you, work takes up most of my week!
However I do enjoy strategy and logic type games, things that
get you thinking. I am quite competitive, so any chance I have at
winning, I will take it.
I love anything to do with maths, decision making and
probability when playing games. I usually play things such as
chess, backgammon and card games.
Last year, I did do something out of my comfort zone, a once
in a lifetime thing, and I ran the Great North Half Marathon. It
was so rewarding, but I couldn’t have done it without help from
the students here. I had so much support. I had support from the
sports department to provide advice on nutrition and training
for the run, as well as students from all areas of the college
donating and raising funds for Cancer Research UK as I ran it for
this charity.

What is the most exciting thing you have ever done
in your life?
It is certainly not running! I have done lots of things that are
exciting, I have travelled to many places like the Great Wall of
China, Rio and Panama City. I have also done things that get the
adrenaline going like scuba diving, abseiling, riding motorbikes,
competing for England’s Jujitsu team and doing general
outdoorsy activities.
But the best thing I have ever done has to be going to
university. It was the best 3 years of my life. This year it is 20
years since I graduated so me and a few old friends went back
to the university to relive some old memories and there was
an open evening on, so we decided to go in for a look and see
how things have changed. And then I met my old lecturer, it was
amazing! Things like that don’t usually happen to me.
I went to Canterbury Christ Church University College which
wasn’t a big university back then, it is kind of like how Barnsley
is now. It was so influential, and I wished I’d have done it sooner.
I went straight into work for 4 years after school, but I wanted
to do more, so I started doing my A-Levels in evening classes
and then went straight to University. Honestly, it’s the best thing
I have ever done and I am so proud to say that I’ve been able to
do it.
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SAVE MONEY
WITH THE NEW

Online Shopping
experience
For Barnsley College students and staff!

STUDENT PLATFORM – We like to bring you as many offers
as we can to get the best deals and save you money…. Get signed up!
The Barnsley College Student Platform is here to provide you with deals, offers and
savings on products and services that are relevant to you.
• Online shopping platform designed specifically for students and
staff across all sites.
• Exclusive local deals on products, services and experiences.
• Sign up using social media or college email address.
• Receive special offers, discounts and vouchers.
• Save money on fashion, music, beauty, entertainment, travel, days out,
gifts, food and drink.

barnsleycollege.studentplatform.uk
Enterprise

USEFUL CONTACTS AND ORGANISATIONS

The Haven

is a place for all staff and
students to use to chill out
and relax.
The Haven is located on the
Lower Ground Floor next to
the Print Room in
Old Mill Lane.
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GEM Design Studio 01226 216788/0417

NHS Direct
Samaritans

111
116 123

Mind

01226 211188

Pathways (Domestic Violence)

01226 731812

Barnsley Sexual Abuse and
Rape Crisis Line (BSARC)

01226 320140

Citizen’s Advice Bureau

03444 111 444

Phoenix Futures (Substance Misuse Team)

01226 779066

Barnsley College Health and Wellbeing Centre

01226 216233

BEAT Eating Disorders Helpline

0845 634 1414

