
12 Years a Slave (2013)  

 

Directed by Steve McQueen 

Stars: Chiwetel Ejiofor, Michael Fassbender and Lupita Nyong’o 

 

This is an extraordinary story of a free man, who is a business 

man and musician, father and husband. He is taken and stripped 

of his identity and sold as a slave.  

Sadly this story was a common occurrence in 1850’s. Based on 

the Memoirs of Solomon Northup - 12 years a slave and placing 

you, the viewer into the belly of the beast. This is an unknown 

story, unlike Anne Frank’s book, this one slipped into obscurity. 

This is a first-hand account of a person held as a slave. It is a 

tough watch and a tough read due to the subject matter, but a 

story that deserves your time. The acting is strong, drawing you 

into this terrible world, (and Lupita won the Oscar for Best 

Supporting Actress). This will make you angry, sad and at times 

it is hard to sit through but it absolutely is a must watch this 

month.    
 

 

  
October marks Black History Month in the UK, which 

celebrates the history, achievements and contributions of 

black people in this country and around the world. 

Here are the Learning Curve’s picks of some of the most 

inspiring and brilliant films which shine a light on 

elements of black history. 

 



42 (2013)  

 

Directed by Brian Helgeland 

Stars: Chadwick Boeman, T.R. Knight and Hattison Ford 

 

In 1947, Jackie Robinson became the first African – 

American to play in the Major League Baseball. Robinson 

and his family receive racial backlash from fans and other 

players, but he continues playing the game he loves and 

that he deserves the number 42 on his shirt. 

This was Chadwick Boseman break out role and he does a 

great job playing Robinson. This is something that is still 

current today for any sports person, who enters the 

public eye and receives backlash on their race. Here we 

see the man, who is not just a sports star, who is 

struggling to hold it together while on the field, and 

cannot react to what is been said. He wants to protect his 

family from the negativity and hate. After watching this 

you will want to research Jackie Robinson as it is a true 

inspiring story about not beating hate with hate, but rising 

above it. 

Hidden Figures (2016)  

 

Directed by Theodore Melfi 

Stars: TaraJi Henson, Janelle Monae and Octavia 

Spencer 

 

The mission to the moon in 1969 could not have 

happened without this team. Three female African- 

Americans face racism and sexism in the team they 

work in but they may just be the top mathematicians. 

   

The title Hidden Figures is hidden formula in the 

maths they are working on and the hidden women 

who behind the story. Katherine G. Johnson, Dorothy 

Vaughan and Mary Jackson were pioneers in their 

field that had to face prejudice every day at work. 

This is a strong and inspiring story. As well as this 

movie, I also recommend the documentary “Real 

People behind NASA’s Hidden Figures”. 

 

  



Remember the Titans (2000)  

 

Directed Boaz Yakin 

Stars: Denzel Washington, Will Patton and Wood 

Harris 

 

The true story of a newly appointed African- 

American coach and his high school team on their 

first season as a racially integrated unit.  

At the core of this story, it is about two men 

overcoming their differences and facing a town with 

anger and mistrust. A powerful inspirational movie, 

which shows the will of a human being, and never 

giving up. Denzel Washington, is an amazing actor 

and carries this movie, in every scene. 

Blackkklansman (2018)  

 

Directed by Spike Lee 

Stars: John David Washington, Adam Driver and Laura 

Harrier 

 

Ron Stallworthan was the first African- American 

detective in the Colorado Springs Police Department in 

the late 70’s. He also successfully infiltrates the local Ku 

Klux Klan branch with the help of a Jewish surrogate, 

Flip Zimmerman. Meaning that he was the first black 

member of the KKK and this is based on actual events. 

 

Spike Lee as always has his finger on the pulse, this is a 

very relevant movie for the time we are living in. In this 

movie, Lee shows how little has changed from the 70’s 

by having the horrifying news clips of the riots and 

marches of white supremacy that took place in 

Charlottesville in 2017 play out at the end of the movie. 

The movie is gripping, surprising, tense and yet, very 

funny. Lee is able to balance that very well, and the cast 

do a fantastic job. It maybe Lee’s best movie to date. I 

would recommend the novel as well. 

  

  



Malcolm X (1992)  

 

Directed by Spike Lee 

Stars: Denzel Washington, Angela, Delroy Lindo 

 

The life story of Malcom X, who was an African 

American Muslim minister, and human rights activist. 

He became the centre figure of the civil rights 

movement.  

 

Denzel Washington does an amazing job playing the 

titled character, the controversial Black Nationalist 

Leader Malcolm X. This is a long movie, at three hours, 

twenty-two minutes and yet it does not feel long. This 

is a great story and to learn more about a person on the 

front lines of the civil right movement and balancing 

their personal life. It is a tough watch at times and very 

moving. I would also recommend watching the Malcolm 

X documentary on Netflix.    

Cool Runnings (1993)  

 

Directed by Jon Turteltaub 

Stars: John Candy, Leaon, Doug E. Doug 

 

A Jamaican Bobsled team and their dishonoured coach 

enter the winter Olympics.  

Did you know Cool Runnings is based on a true story? 

Well it is loosely based on a true story, they have taken 

more liberties with the story then maybe they should. 

But the movie is entertaining, and very funny. John 

Candy, as always does a great job at being funny and 

draws you into the serious moments. Watch this for the 

laughs and watch the documentary for the true story.  

The True Story of the Cool Runnings.  

 

 


