
ANIMALS OF WAR 

READING RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

This month the Learning Curve are remembering the huge sacrifices made by 

thousands of animals during the First and Second World Wars. ‘They had no 

choice’, yet they unreservedly applied their strength, perseverance, loyalty 

and intelligence in a way that influenced the course and success of the British 

and Allied war effort. 

 

Below is a list of books with inspiring stories of animals who sacrificed their 

lives for our freedom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animals in War 
 

By Jilly Cooper 
 

Pigeons carrying vital messages to and from the 

beleaguered city during the Siege of Paris; horses and 

mules struggling through miles of fetid mud to bring 

ammunition to the front in the Great War; dogs sniffing 

out mines for the British invasion force in the Second 

World War - countless brave animals have played their 

part in the long, cruel history of war. Some have won 

medals for gallantry - like G.I. Joe, the American pigeon 

who saved 100 British lives in Italy, and Rob, the black and 

white mongrel who made over twenty parachute jumps 

with the SAS. Too many others have died abandoned, in 

agony and alone, after serving their country with 

distinction. Jilly Cooper has here written a tribute to the 

role of animals in wartime. It is a tragic and horrifying story 

- yet it has its lighter moments too: a hilarious game of 

musical chairs played on camels during the Desert 

Campaign; and the budgie who remarked, when carried 

from a bombed-out East End tenement, 'This is my night 

out'. This is a vivid and unforgettable record of man's 

inhumanity to animals, but also an astonishing story of 

courage, intelligence, devotion and resilience. 



War Horse 
 

By Michael Murpurgo 

 

The book that inspired Steven Spielberg's Hollywood 

blockbuster movie and an internationally acclaimed stage 

show ...it can only be Michael Morpurgo's War Horse. In the 

deadly chaos of the First World War, one horse witnesses 

the reality of battle from both sides of the trenches. 

Bombarded by artillery, with bullets knocking riders from 

his back, Joey tells a powerful story of the truest friendships 

surviving in terrible times. The bedlam of battle had begun. 

All around me men cried and fell to the ground, and horses 

reared and screamed in an agony of fear and pain. The shells 

whined and roared overhead, and every explosion seemed 

like an earthquake to us. One horse has the seen the best 

and the worst of humanity. The power of war and the 

beauty of peace. This is his story. Former Children's 

Laureate and award-winning author, Michael Morpurgo, 

has written nearly 100 books for children, many of them 

war stories. But none have become as famous as War Horse. 

Inspiring a long-running stage show and a box office film 

directed by Steven Spielberg, War Horse has become an 

international sensation. Read the book that started it all; 

the stunning wartime classic. 
 

Lucca the War Dog 
 

By Maria Goodavage 

 

Lucca K458 is a decorated and highly skilled military working 

dog who belonged to an elite group trained to work off-leash 

to sniff out deadly explosives. Her extraordinary skill and bond 

with dog handlers Chris Willingham and Juan Rodriguez 

resulted in a legendary 400-mission career. During this time, 

she served alongside both Special Forces and regular infantry, 

and became so sought-after that platoons frequently 

requested her by name. Lucca the War Dog is the gritty and 

gripping account of Lucca's adventures on and off the 

battlefields, including tense, lifesaving explosives finds and 

rooftop firefights, as well as the bravery of fellow handlers and 

dogs she served with. But it's also the tale of a bond between 

Lucca and her handlers and how together they overcame the 

endless brutalities of war, including her own loss of a limb, and 

the traumas such violence can inflict. Heart-warming and 

inspiring, Lucca the War Dog is a compelling portrait of 

modern warfare. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tommy's Ark: Soldiers and Their Animals in the 

Great War 
 

By Richard Van Emden 
 

Tommy's Ark looks at the war through the eyes of the soldiers 

who were there, and examines their relationship with a 

strange and unexpected range of animal life, from horses, 

dogs and cats to monkeys and birds - even in one case a 

golden eagle. Animals became mascots - some Welsh 

battalions had goats as mascots, some of the Scots had 

donkeys. And then there were the animals and insects that 

excited curiosity amongst men drawn into the army from the 

industrial heartlands of Britain, men who had little knowledge 

of, let alone daily contact with, wildlife. Civilians turned 

soldiers observed the natural world around them, from the 

smallest woodlouse to voles, mice and larger animals such as 

deer and rabbit. Richard van Emden explores his subject far 

more radically than previous attempts, revealing how, for 

example, a lemur was taken on combat missions in the air, a 

lion was allowed to pad down the front line trenches and how 

a monkey lost its leg during the fighting at Delville Wood on 

the Somme. 

War Elephants 
 

By John M. Kistler 

 

Elephants have fought in human armies for more than three 

thousand years. Asian armies boasted of their pachyderm power, 

while the Romans fielded elephants alongside their legendary 

legions but were perhaps too proud to admit that mere animals 

contributed to victory. War Elephants is the story of their largely 

forgotten role in the history of warfare. Generals throughout 

recorded history used elephants as tanks, bulldozers, and cargo 

trucks long before such vehicles existed. Until gunpowder began 

to reduce the utility of elephants in battle during the seventeenth 

century, these beasts built roads, swung swords, or simply 

terrified opposing forces. Although some believe that elephants 

were mere gimmicks of warfare, John M. Kistler discredits that 

notion. War Elephants shows that elephants deserve respect for 

the sacrifices they have made in the service of many cultures. 

Elephants have long fought for and served human masters, but it 

is now the elephants themselves that must be protected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tales of Amazing Animal Heroes 
 

By Mike Unwin 

 

Be truly inspired by these powerful true stories of animal 

heroes: meet heroic bears, drone-catching eagles, loyal 

dogs, sassy cats, and much, MUCH more! 

This book brings you the heart-wrenching stories of the 

real animals who traversed treacherous paths, made 

daring rescues and went above and beyond to save 

human lives. When faced with human conflict, these 

animals have all shown bravery, friendship, or brought 

comfort. 

Journey throughout history from Hannibal's elephants 

to a guide dog in the Twin Towers. Uncover 34 amazing 

animal stories - and celebrate their humans. 

With vivid colour illustration from five different 

illustrators, and knowledge from the experts at the 

Imperial War Museums, this is a book to treasure and 

share. 

War Animals: The Unsung Heroes of World 

War II 

 
By Robin Hutton 

 

Meet the forgotten members of the Greatest Generation: 

the war animals who guarded American coasts against 

submarine attack, dug out Londoners trapped in bomb 

wreckage, and carried vital messages under heavy fire on 

Pacific islands during World War II. They kept up morale, 

rushed machine gun nests, and even sacrificed 

themselves picking up live grenades. 

Now Robin Hutton, the bestselling author of Sgt. 

Reckless: America's War Horse, tells the heart-warming 

stories of the dogs, horses, mules, pigeons-and even one 

cat-who did their bit for the war effort. American and 

British families volunteered beloved family pets and farm 

dogs to aid in the war effort; President Roosevelt was 

among many who bought honorary commissions in the 

reserves for their pets to raise money to defeat Hitler and 

Tojo. Many of these gallant animals are recipients of the 

prestigious Dickin Medal, the Animals' Victoria Cross. 

 

 


