
Science fiction is a genre that can never run out of exciting reading 

material, as there are countless things that can happen in these types of 

stories. There’s amazing worlds waiting to be explored, deadly global 

threats to prevent, weird alien races to meet, and so much more. 

 

The Learning Curve have chosen a selection of books to review, these are 

available from the library, and can be borrowed once lockdown has finished. 

  

There’s a whole universe to explore in our library shelves…… 

Tales of Science Fiction: The Standoff 
 

By John Carpenter 

 

At Tattersall Prison, a max-lock for the baddest of the bad, 

sleepless nights are the norm… until a fireball from the sky turns 

the night shift into a nightmare ― trapping guards and cons on 

the inside, cops on the outside, and escapees in-between… all 

of them threatened by a hideous alien invader which needs 

nice, warm human bodies in which to incubate. From the 

outside, it looks like a replay of Waco, but from the inside, it’s 

more like Dante’s first draft of the Inferno. Psychotic Fraiser 

Bonner leads an army of convicts with a grudge against lead 

guard Wayne Jessup, whose crew is marooned inside with no 

means of exit. Black ops spook Elaine Farris tries to call the 

shots as captive guards get executed by Bonner. Farris dreads 

the moment she will have to call in her “expert,” Conrad Gant, 

whose life she destroyed six years earlier. Why? Because Gant 

knows about the alien interlopers, who use the human form as 

a chrysalis and shed the envelope of flesh to produce Earth-

compatible conquerors… and Gant was hounded into silence by 

Elaine and her fixers. Now the clock is ticking and there’s an 

invasion to be stopped, as minute by minute, guards perish and 

alien numbers grow stronger, with the aim of spilling out of the 

prison cordon and into the rest of the world. It’s a hostage 

situation. It’s a battle between species. It’s Earth's most serious 

Standoff. 

 

  



A Wrinkle in Time 
 

By Madeleine L’Engle 

 

When Charles Wallace Murry goes searching through a 

'wrinkle in time' for his lost father, he finds himself on an 

evil planet where all life is enslaved by a huge pulsating 

brain known as 'It'. How Charles, his sister Meg and 

friend Calvin find and free his father makes this a very 

special and exciting mixture of fantasy and science 

fiction, which all the way through is dominated by the 

funny and mysterious trio of guardian angels known as 

Mrs Whatsit, Mrs Who and Mrs Which. 
 

 

 

  

Annihilation 
 

By Jeff Vandermeer 

 

’A contemporary masterpiece’ Guardian 

The first volume of the extraordinary southern reach 

trilogy – now a major motion picture written and directed 

by Alex Garland (ex Machina) and starring Natalie 

Portman and Oscar Isaac 

 

For thirty years, Area X has remained mysterious and 

remote behind its intangible border – an environmental 

disaster zone, though to all appearances an abundant 

wilderness.  

 

The Southern Reach, a secretive government agency, has 

sent eleven expeditions to investigate Area X. One has 

ended in mass suicide, another in a hail of gunfire, the 

eleventh in a fatal cancer epidemic. 

 

Now four women embark on the twelfth expedition into 

the unknown. 



Ready Player One 
 

By Ernest Cline 

 

It's the year 2044, and the real world has become an ugly 

place. 

 

We're out of oil. We've wrecked the climate. Famine, 

poverty, and disease are widespread. Like most of 

humanity, Wade Watts escapes this depressing reality by 

spending his waking hours jacked into the OASIS, a 

sprawling virtual utopia where you can be anything you 

want to be, where you can live and play and fall in love on 

any of ten thousand planets. Like most of humanity, Wade 

is obsessed by the ultimate lottery ticket that lies concealed 

within this alternate reality: OASIS founder James Halliday, 

who dies with no heir, has promised that control of the 

OASIS - and his massive fortune - will go to the person who 

can solve the riddles he has left scattered throughout his 

creation. 

 

For years, millions have struggled fruitlessly to attain this 

prize, knowing only that the riddles are based in the culture 

of the late twentieth century. Suddenly, Wade finds himself 

pitted against thousands of competitors in a desperate race 

to claim the ultimate prize, a chase that soon takes on 

terrifying real-world dimensions - and that will leave both 

Wade and his world profoundly changed. 

Monster of Men 

 
By Patrick Ness 

 

War, says the Mayor.  At last. Three armies march on New 

Prentisstown, each one intent on destroying the others. 

Todd and Viola are caught in the middle, with no chance of 

escape. As the battles commence, how can they hope to 

stop the fighting? How can there ever be peace when 

they’re so hopelessly outnumbered? And if war makes 

monsters of men, what terrible choices await? But then a 

third voice breaks into the battle, one bent on revenge. The 

electrifying finale to the award-winning Chaos Walking 

trilogy, Monsters of Men is a heart-stopping novel about 

power, survival, and the devastating realities of war. 

 

  



The Hunger Games 
 

By Suzanne Collins 

 

Katniss Everdeen is a survivor. She has to be; she's 

representing her District, number 12, in the 74th Hunger 

Games in the Capitol, the heart of Panem, a new land that 

rose from the ruins of a post-apocalyptic North America. To 

punish citizens for an early rebellion, the rulers require each 

district to provide one girl and one boy, 24 in all, to fight like 

gladiators in a futuristic arena. The event is broadcast like 

reality TV, and the winner returns with wealth for his or her 

district.  

 

With clear inspiration from Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery" 

and the Greek tale of Theseus, Collins has created a brilliantly 

imagined dystopia, where the Capitol is rich and the rest of 

the country is kept in abject poverty, where the poor battle to 

the death for the amusement of the rich. Impressive world-

building, breath-taking action and clear philosophical 

concerns make this volume, the beginning of a planned 

trilogy, as good as The Giver and more exciting. 

The Ask and the Answer 
 

By Patrick Ness 

 

We were in the square, in the square where I'd run, holding 

her, carrying her, telling her to stay alive, stay alive till we 

got safe, till we got to Haven so I could save her - But there 

weren't no safety, no safety at all, there was just him and 

his men... 

 

Fleeing before a relentless army, Todd has carried a 

desperately wounded Viola right into the hands of their 

worst enemy, Mayor Prentiss. Immediately separated from 

Viola and imprisoned, Todd is forced to learn the ways of 

the Mayor's new order. But what secrets are hiding just 

outside of town? And where is Viola? Is she even still alive? 

And who are the mysterious Answer? And then, one day, 

the bombs begin to explode... 

 

"The Ask and the Answer" is a tense, shocking and deeply 

moving novel of resistance under the most extreme 

pressure. This is the second title in the "Chaos Walking" 

trilogy. 
 

 

 

  



The Knife of Never Letting Go 
 

By Patrick Ness 

 

Imagine you're the only boy in a town of men. You can 

hear everything they think and they can hear 

everything you think. Imagine you don't fit in with 

their plans... Todd Hewitt is just one month away 

from the birthday that will make him a man. But his 

town has been keeping secrets from him. Secrets that 

are going to force him to run... The new edition of this 

unflinching novel about fear, flight and the terrifying 

path of self-discovery features the short story, The 

New World. Set before the events of The Knife of 

Never Letting Go, it is the story of Viola's dramatic 

journey to the New World. 
 

 

The Drowned World 
 

By J. G. Ballard 

 

In the 21st century, fluctuations in solar radiation 

have caused the ice-caps to melt and the seas to 

rise. Global temperatures have climbed, and 

civilisation has retreated to the Arctic and 

Antarctic circles. London is a city now inundated 

by a primeval swamp, to which an expedition 

travels to record the flora and fauna of this new 

Triassic Age. 

 

This early novel by the author of CRASH and 

EMPIRE OF THE SUN is at once a fast paced 

narrative, a stunning evocation of a flooded, 

tropical London of the near future and a 

speculative foray into the workings of the 

unconscious mind. 

 

  



Gridiron 
 

By Philip Kerr 

 

Los Angeles, 1988.  

 

Ray Richardson, a brilliant architechnologist, has created a 

dazzling new building: 'The Gridiron', in the heart of L. A. 

 

The Gridiron represents the state-of-the-art in smart 

buildings: every aspect of the building, from temperature 

control to security, is controlled by an intricate computer 

system. On the eve of the building's official opening, a 

team gathers to put the finishing touches to Ray's new 

masterpiece. But there are a couple of unexplained 

deaths, which the team at first puts down to saboteurs. It 

is only when they discover how bizarre these deaths are 

that they realise the building - through its computer - is 

controlling them, and is set to destroy its creators. 

 

Feersum Endjinn 
 

By Iain M. Banks 

 

Count Sessine is about to die for the very last time... 

 

Chief Scientist Gadfium is about to receive the 

mysterious message she has been waiting for from the 

Plain of Sliding Stones... 

 

Bascule the Teller, in search of an ant, is about to enter 

the chaos of the crypt... 

 

And everything is about to change... 

 

For this is the time of the encroachment and, although 

the dimming sun still shines on the vast, towering walls 

of Serehfa Fastness, the end is close at hand. The King 

knows it, his closest advisers know it, yet still they 

prosecute the war against the clan Engineers with 

increasing savagery. 

 

The crypt knows it too; so an emissary has been sent, 

an emissary who holds the key to all their futures. 


