
There’s nothing better than a gripping crime fiction novel to keep you turning 

the pages late into the night. Whether you’re looking for a gentle detective 

story or cosy crime series, historical crime fiction or true crime books based on 

real-life events, the Learning Curve has the case for you.  

All of these books can be borrowed from the library using our Click & Collect 

Service, details of which can be found on our website.  

Whodunit? Pick up a book and find out for yourself…. 

 

  

The Liar’s House 
 

By Carla Kovach 

 

Samantha stumbled out of the party and on to a busy 

street only ten minutes away from her home. But she 

never made it home… 

 

Seven years after Samantha’s disappearance, on what 

would have been her thirty-fifth birthday, her best friend 

Diane is shocked to find a letter addressed to Samantha 

on her doorstep. 

 

Opening the envelope, Diane pulls out a birthday card 

and a finger nail painted in dusky pink nail polish. The 

same shade Samantha always wore. The same shade she 

was wearing the night she went missing. 

 

When police analyse the nail, they don’t get the result 

they expected. Instead of linking them to Samantha, the 

nail belongs to another woman, Jade Ashmore. Jade was 

murdered the night before the envelope was delivered…. 



Chop Shop 
 

By Andrew Post 

 

Amber Hawthorne and Jolene Morris, business partners 

and roommates at the Hawthorne Funeral Home, are 

drowning in debt. People are complaining about the 

makeup jobs they're giving deceased loved ones--the 

word clownish has been used--and both young women 

have a little trouble keeping their partying habits in line. 

 

When they start selling body parts on the black market 

to keep their business alive (Jolene much more 

reluctantly than Amber), their new buyers seem friendly 

and trustworthy enough at first. That is until the dead 

gangster they've recently parted up turns out to have 

been full of disease. Now Amber and Jolene's buyers 

want something else to make up for lost profits, leaving 

the two undertakers to learn sometimes running your 

own business can cost you an arm and a leg. Literally. 

Into The Water 
 

By Paula Hawkins 
 

A single mother turns up dead at the bottom of the river 

that runs through town. Earlier in the summer, a 

vulnerable teenage girl met the same fate. They are not 

the first women lost to these dark waters, but their deaths 

disturb the river and its history, dredging up secrets long 

submerged. 
 

Left behind is a lonely fifteen-year-old girl. Parentless and 

friendless, she now finds herself in the care of her 

mother's sister, a fearful stranger who has been dragged 

back to the place she deliberately ran from—a place to 

which she vowed she'd never return. 
 

Paula Hawkins delivers an urgent, twisting, deeply 

satisfying read that hinges on the deceptiveness of 

emotion and memory, as well as the devastating ways 

that the past can reach a long arm into the present. 
 

Beware a calm surface—you never know what lies 

beneath. 

 

 

 

  



Sleeping Cruelty 
 

By Lynda La Plante 

 

Politics, scandal and an island paradise. Fabulously 

wealthy entrepreneur Sir William Benedict has always 

dreamed of being accepted amongst society's elite, 

despite his working class roots. 

 

When fast-rising Tory MP Andrew Maynard enters his life, 

William suddenly finds that he has gained the social status 

that he has always craved. But when a political scandal 

erupts around him, William is shunned by the socialites he 

once called friends, and his reputation is left in tatters. 

Now the worm is ready to turn. 

 

With the help of the wild and enigmatic Justin Chalmers 

and his exquisite yet reclusive sister Laura, William's island 

paradise will become the scene. 

The Artie Conan Doyle Mysteries:  

The Vanishing Dragon 
 

By Robert J Harris 

 

One day Arthur Conan Doyle will create the greatest 

detective of all -- Sherlock Holmes. But right now 

Artie Conan Doyle is a twelve-year-old Edinburgh 

schoolboy with a mystery of his own to solve. Artie 

and his friend Ham are hired to investigate a series 

of suspicious accidents that have befallen world-

famous magician, the Great Wizard of the North. It 

seems someone is determined to sabotage his 

spectacular new illusion. When the huge mechanical 

dragon created for the show vanishes, the theft 

appears to be completely impossible. Artie must 

reveal the trick and unmask the villain or face the 

deadly consequences. The cards have been dealt, 

the spell has been cast, and the game is afoot once 

more! Robert J. Harris, author of The World's Gone 

Loki series and Will Shakespeare and the Pirate's 

Fire, brings the young Conan Doyle to life in the 

second book of this ingenious new detective series. 

 

 

 

  



The Last Temptation  
 

By Val McDermid 

 

Coming to terms over her breakup with criminal profiler 

Dr. Tony Hill, Chief Inspector Carol Jordan plunges into 

a risky undercover sting: track down a European drug 

trafficker and gain his confidence. But she's being 

tracked as well-by a serial killer whose psychosexual 

madness is born out of the darkest corners of history. 

In quiet isolation, Tony Hill is laying to rest the scars of 

his past-until he's recruited back into business on a case 

he can't ignore. An evil is striking uncomfortably close 

to home, and casting a killer shadow over the life of his 

long-time colleague and sometimes lover. As the 

danger closes in, and as Tony and Carol cross paths to 

navigate the terrain of a shattered human mind, they 

have no one left to trust but themselves-and fear that 

there's no place left to run as a killer promises to fulfil 

his most twisted dreams. 

 

 

 

  

Rum Punch 
 

By Elmore Leonard 

 

Ordell Robbie makes a fine living selling illegal high-

powered weaponry to the wrong people. Jackie 

Burke couriers Ordell's profits from Freeport to 

Miami. But the feds are on to Jackie - and now the 

aging, but still hot, flight attendant will have to do 

prison time or play ball, which makes her a prime 

'loose end' that Ordell needs to tie up...permanently. 

Jackie, however, has other plans. And with the help 

of Max Cherry - an honest but disgruntled bail 

bondsman looking to get out - she could even end up 

with a serious nest egg in the process. 



 

 

 

  

Burn Marks 
 

By Sara Paretsky 

 

Someone knocking on the door at 3 A.M. is never 

good news. For V.I. Warshawski, the bad news arrives 

in the form of her wacky, unwelcome aunt Elena. The 

fire that has just burned down a sleazy SRO hotel has 

brought Elena to V.I.'s doorstep. Uncovering an 

arsonist -- and the secrets hidden behind Elena's 

boozy smile -- will send V.I. into the seedy world of 

Chicago's homeless... into the Windy City's backroom 

deals and bedroom politics, where new schemers 

and old cronies team up to get V.I. off the case -- by 

hook, by crook, or by homicide. 

The Spy Who Came In From the Cold 
 

By John Le Carre 

 

In this classic, John le Carre's third novel and the 

first to earn him international acclaim, he created a 

world unlike any previously experienced in 

suspense fiction. With unsurpassed knowledge 

culled from his years in British Intelligence, le Carre 

brings to light the shadowy dealings of international 

espionage in the tale of a British agent who longs to 

end his career but undertakes one final, bone-

chilling assignment. When the last agent under his 

command is killed and Alec Leamas is called back to 

London, he hopes to come in from the cold for 

good. His spymaster, Control, however, has other 

plans. Determined to bring down the head of East 

German Intelligence and topple his organization, 

Control once more sends Leamas into the fray -- this 

time to play the part of the dishonoured spy and 

lure the enemy to his ultimate defeat. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

The Woman in White 
 

By Wilkie Collins 

 

'In one moment, every drop of blood in my body was 

brought to a stop... There, as if it had that moment 

sprung out of the earth, stood the figure of a solitary 

Woman, dressed from head to foot in white' 

 

The Woman in White famously opens with Walter 

Hartright's eerie encounter on a moonlit London road. 

Engaged as a drawing master to the beautiful Laura 

Fairlie, Walter becomes embroiled in the sinister 

intrigues of Sir Percival Glyde and his 'charming' friend 

Count Fosco, who has a taste for white mice, vanilla 

bonbons, and poison. Pursuing questions of identity 

and insanity along the paths and corridors of English 

country houses and the madhouse, The Woman in 

White is the first and most influential of the Victorian 

genre that combined Gothic horror with psychological 

realism. 

The Murder of Roger Ackroyd 

 

By Agatha Christie 

 

Considered to be one of Agatha Christie's most 

controversial mysteries, The Murder of Roger 

Ackroyd breaks all the rules of traditional mystery 

writing. 

 

The peaceful English village of King’s Abbot is 

stunned. First, the attractive widow Ferrars dies 

from an overdose of Veronal. Not twenty-four 

hours later, Roger Ackroyd—the man she had 

planned to marry—is murdered. It is a baffling, 

complex case involving blackmail, suicide, and 

violent death, a cast that taxes Hercule Poirot’s 

“little grey cells” before he reaches one of the 

most startling conclusions of his fabled career. 


