
 

  

No genre illustrates the evolution of cinema better than the crime film. 

Hollywood has regularly released stories of cops-and-robber 

showdowns and mystery-thrillers based on best-selling novels. 

 

With this in mind, the Learning Curve has put together a list of some of 

our most gripping crime films on DVD, which you can borrow from the 

library using our Click & Collect Service. 

 

Put your sleuthing skills to the test and catch yourself a great movie! 

Nightcrawler (2014) 
 

Director: Dan Gilroy 

Stars: Jake Gyllenhaal, Rene Russo, Bill 

Paxton 

 

Nightcrawler is a thriller set in the nocturnal 

underbelly of contemporary Los Angeles. 

Jake Gyllenhaal stars as Lou Bloom, a driven 

young man desperate for work who 

discovers the high-speed world of L.A. crime 

journalism. Finding a group of freelance 

camera crews who film crashes, fires, 

murder and other mayhem, Lou muscles into 

the cut-throat, dangerous realm of 

nightcrawling - where each police siren wail 

equals a possible windfall and victims are 

converted into dollars and cents. Aided by 

Rene Russo as Nina, a veteran of the blood-

sport that is local TV news, Lou blurs the line 

between observer and participant to 

become the star of his own story. 



The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (2011) 
 

Director: David Fincher 

Stars: Daniel Craig, Rooney Mara, Christopher Plummer 

 

Mikael Blomkvist is a disgraced journalist who is asked 

by a wealthy industrialist to write a biography on his 

family. But what he really wants Blomkvist to do is to 

find out what happened to his niece, who went missing 

40 years ago. Blomkvist, at first, is not interested, till the 

man offers to help him clear his name. Blomkvist, begins 

by talking to the man's relatives who were there when 

the girl went missing. And some of them are not forth 

coming. Blomkvist eventually believes that her 

disappearance might have something to do with some 

serial killings that took place 20 years before she 

disappeared. So he asks for a research assistant. So the 

industrialist's man suggests Lisbeth Salander, a talented 

hacker who does background checks for them and who 

even did one on Blomkvist. When he sees her report, 

he's impressed and asks her to work with him and she 

does. She's anti-social but is extremely efficient. 

The Dark Knight (2008) 
 

Director: Christopher Nolan 

Stars: Christian Bale, Heath Ledger, Aaron 

Eckhart 

 

Set within a year after the events of Batman 

Begins (2005), Batman, Lieutenant James 

Gordon, and new District Attorney Harvey 

Dent successfully begin to round up the 

criminals that plague Gotham City, until a 

mysterious and sadistic criminal mastermind 

known only as "The Joker" appears in 

Gotham, creating a new wave of chaos. 

Batman's struggle against The Joker 

becomes deeply personal, forcing him to 

"confront everything he believes" and 

improve his technology to stop him. A love 

triangle develops between Bruce Wayne, 

Dent, and Rachel Dawes. 

 

 

  



Kill Bill Volume 1 (2003) 
 

Director: Quentin Tarantino 

Stars: Uma Thurman, David Carradine, Daryl Hannah 

 

The lead character, called 'The Bride,' was a member 

of the Deadly Viper Assassination Squad, led by her 

lover 'Bill.' Upon realizing she was pregnant with 

Bill's child, 'The Bride' decided to escape her life as a 

killer. She fled to Texas, met a young man, who, on 

the day of their wedding rehearsal was gunned down 

by an angry and jealous Bill (with the assistance of 

the Deadly Viper Assassination Squad). Four years 

later, 'The Bride' wakes from a coma, and discovers 

her baby is gone. She, then, decides to seek revenge 

upon the five people who destroyed her life and 

killed her baby. The saga of Kill Bill Volume I begins. 

 

 

 

  

City of God (2002) 

 

Director: Fernando Meirelles, Kátia Lund 

Stars: Alexandre Rodrigues, Leandro Firmino, 

Matheus Nachtergaele 

 

Brazil, 1960s, City of God. The Tender Trio robs 

motels and gas trucks. Younger kids watch and 

learn well...too well. 1970s: Li'l Zé has 

prospered very well and owns the city. He 

causes violence and fear as he wipes out rival 

gangs without mercy. His best friend Bené is 

the only one to keep him on the good side of 

sanity. Rocket has watched these two gain 

power for years, and he wants no part of it, he 

keeps getting swept up in the madness. All he 

wants to do is take pictures. 1980s: Things are 

out of control between the last two remaining 

gangs...will it ever end? Welcome to the City of 

God. 



Ghost Dog: The Way of the Samurai (1999) 
 

Director: Jim Jarmusch 

Stars: Forest Whitaker, Henry Silva, John 

Tormey 

 

In the spirit of the samurai, imbued with the 

ancient wisdom of the Hagakure, stealthy and 

taciturn Ghost Dog, a masterful contract killer 

who is at the top of his game, has pledged his 

loyalty to Louie, a middle-ranking mobster 

who had once saved his life. However, after an 

unforeseen complication during a mission, the 

local mafia boss, Vargo, and his associate, 

Sonny Valerio, decide that Ghost Dog has 

become a liability to the crime syndicate and 

order his execution. Now, as the dead bodies 

start piling up, the hunted hitman must make 

the most crucial decision of his career. Will he 

stay faithful to his master and the way of the 

samurai to the bitter end? 

 

 

 

  

Training Day (2001) 
 

Director: Antoine Fuqua 

Stars: Denzel Washington, Ethan Hawke, Scott 

Glenn 

 

In Los Angeles, a city where streets are overrun by 

drug dealers, those who have sworn to uphold the 

law are breaking them to clean up the streets. 

Denzel Washington plays L.A.P.D. detective 

Alonzo Harris, a veteran narcotics officer whose 

methods of enforcing the law are questionable, if 

not corrupt. 'Training Day' follows Harris as he 

trains rookie Jake Hoyt over a 24-hour period. 

Ethical dilemmas arise for Hoyt as well as the 

audience as questions present themselves as to 

whether or not Harris' methodology for ridding 

the streets of South Central Los Angeles of drugs 

is right or wrong. 
 

 



The Usual Suspects (1995) 
 

Director: Bryan Singer 

Stars: Kevin Spacey, Gabriel Byrne, Chazz 

Palminteri 

 

Following a truck hijack in New York, five criminals 

are arrested and brought together for questioning. 

As none of them are guilty, they plan a revenge 

operation against the police. The operation goes 

well, but then the influence of a legendary 

mastermind criminal called Keyser Söze is felt. It 

becomes clear that each one of them has wronged 

Söze at some point and must pay back now. The 

payback job leaves 27 men dead in a boat 

explosion, but the real question arises now: Who 

actually is Keyser Söze? 

Reservoir Dogs (1992) 

 

Director: Quentin Tarantino 

Stars: Harvey Keitel, Tim Roth, Michael Madsen 

 

Six criminals, who are strangers to each other, 

are hired by a crime boss, Joe Cabot, to carry out 

a diamond robbery. Right at the outset, they are 

given false names with the intention that they 

won't get too close and will concentrate on the 

job instead. They are completely sure that the 

robbery is going to be a success. But, when the 

police show up right at the time and the site of 

the robbery, panic spreads amongst the group 

members, and two of them are killed in the 

subsequent shootout, along with a few 

policemen and civilians. When the remaining 

people assemble at the premeditated 

rendezvous point (a warehouse), they begin to 

suspect that one of them is an undercover cop. 

 

 

 

  



Means Streets (1973) 
 

Director: Martin Scorsese 

Stars: Robert De Niro, Harvey Keitel, David 

Proval 

 

The future is set for Tony and Michael - 

owning a neighbourhood bar and making 

deals in the mean streets of New York City’s 

Little Italy. For Charlie, the future is less clearly 

defined. A small-time hood, he works for his 

uncle, making collections and reclaiming bad 

debts. He's probably too nice to succeed. In 

love with a woman his uncle disapproves of 

(because of her epilepsy) and a friend of her 

cousin, Johnny Boy, a near psychotic whose 

trouble-making threatens them all - he can't 

reconcile opposing values. A failed attempt to 

escape (to Brooklyn) moves them all a step 

closer to a bitter, almost preordained future. 

 

 

 

Goodfellas (1990) 
 

Director: Martin Scorsese 

Stars: Robert De Niro, Ray Liotta, Joe Pesci 

 

This film views the mob lives of three pivotal 

figures in the 1960's and 70's New York. Henry Hill 

is a local boy turned gangster in a neighbourhood 

full of the roughest and toughest. Tommy DeVito 

is a purebred gangster, who turns out to be 

Henry's best friend. Jimmy Conway puts the two 

of them together, and runs some of the biggest 

hijacks and burglaries the town has ever seen. 

After an extended jail sentence, Henry must sneak 

around the back of the local mob boss, Paulie 

Cicero, to live the life of luxury he has always 

dreamed of. In the end, the friends end up in a hell 

of a jam, and must do anything they can to save 

each other, and stay alive. 


